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URBANIZATION,  INDUSTRIALIZATION  AND  THE  DEVELOPMENT  PROCESS 

Within  the  last  decade,  public  officials  and  academicians  from  countries 
all  over  the  world  have  become  increasingly  concerned  over  the  growing  con- 
centration of  population  in  urban  and  metropolitan  areas.   In  fact,  many 
demographic  experts  conclude  that  if  the  rate  of  urbanization  continues  at 
its  present  pace,  by  the  year  2000  three  out  of  every  four  persons  will  live 
in  large  cities  or  urbanized  areas.   For  highly  industrialized  nations,  the 
proportion  of  the  population  living  in  urban  areas  is  expected  to  be  even 
higher.   The  United  States,  for  example,  is  expected  to  have  at  least 
80  percent  of  its  population  classified  as  non-rural  by  the  end  of  this 
century. 

The  growing  urbanization  of  the  world's  population,  of  course,  has  been 
both  beneficial  and  costly  to  mankind.   On  the  one  hand,  urbanization 
appears  to  be  essential  for  increasing  economic  development  and  the 
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concommitant  raising  of  the  standard  of  living  throughout  the  world.   On  the 
other  hand,  it  tends  to  encourage  the  development  of  such  persistent  and 
vexatious  problems  as  slums,  chronic  unemployment,  crime  and  violence, 
racial  discrimination,  etc.  What  concerns  many  students  of  the  urbanization 
process  is  that  the  costs  of  high  density  settlements  may  now  outweigh  the 
benefits  and  that  in  order  to  save  urban  man  from  his  inevitable  destruction, 
urban  and  regional  growth  strategies  need  to  be  developed  that  will  reverse 
this  situation  both  quickly  and  dramatically . 

The  growing  importance  of  urbanization  to  national  and  regional 
development  has  resulted  in  a  heavy  outpouring  of  books,  monographs  and 
articles  on  the  subject.   Outside  of  efforts  by  a  few  United  Nations  research 
personnel,  however,  there  has  been  little  or  no  attempt  to  develop  a  syste- 
matic review  of  the  literature  on  urbanization,  especially  as  it  relates  to 
industrialization  and  economic  development.   This  bibliography,  therefore, 
attempts  to  fill  a  void  among  the  existing  bibliographic  materials  that  deal 
with  the  urbanization  process.   In  particular,  attention  is  focused  on  urban- 
ization and  national  and  sub-national  development.   In  the  first  section, 
some  of  the  more  general  works  on  urbanization  are  presented.   The  second 
section  deals  with  the  origin  of  towns,  town  economies,  and  the  role  towns 
play  in  the  urbanization  process.   The  third  section  considers  urbanization 
as  it  relates  to  the  broader  aspects  of  social,  political  and  economic 
development  within  local,  regional  and  national  boundaries.   The  fourth 
section  offers  materials  on  national,  regional,  and  local  planning  strategies 
related  to  urbanization.   The  fifth  and  final  section  deals  with  urban 
typologies,  principally  urban  form  and  structure. 


Two  recent  exceptions  are  the  Exchange  Bibliographies  produced  for  the 
Council  of  Planning  Librarians  by  Lloyd  Rodwin  and  Gerald  Breese.   These 
bibliographies  are  cited  in  Section  1  of  this  work. 
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